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Tom Carroll and Hermine Ricketts in their front yard in Miami Shores on Wednesday. The couple had to dig up their large vegetable 
garden in their front yard, which they had for 17 years, after the Village of Miami Shores ruled their edible plants were not allowed to 
grow in the front yard. The couple said they will take their case to the Florida Supreme Court. 


Don't eat veggies if they’re 
grown in front yard, town says 


m The Village of Miami Shores bans vegetable gardens in front yards, and a 
green-thumb couple fighting the law recently lost their appeal. They vow to take 


the case to the Florida Supreme Court. 


BY LINDA ROBERTSON 
lrobertson@miamiherald.com 


Hermine Ricketts and her husband 
Tom Carroll may grow fruit trees and 
flowers in the front yard of their Miami 
Shores house. They may park a boat or 
jet ski in their driveway. They may place 
statues, fountains, gnomes, pink fla- 
mingoes or Santa in a Speedo on their 
property. 


MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 


Vegetables, however, are not allowed. 

Ricketts and Carroll thought they were 
gardeners when they grew tomatoes, 
beets, scallions, spinach, kale and mul- 
tiple varieties of Asian cabbage. But 
according to a village ordinance that 
restricts edible plants to backyards only, 
they were actually criminals. They didn’t 
think they were engaged in a Swiss chard 
conspiracy or eggplant vice, yet they 
were breaking the law. 

Florida’s Third District Court of 


How Gimenez might end up 
earning more than N.Y’s mayor 


mThe County Commission may endorse 
Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Gimenez’s 
earning $324,000 a year, making him 
one of the best-paid mayors in the 
country. The sum would revive the 
compensation package earned by Carlos 
Alvarez when he was mayor. 


BY DOUGLAS HANKS 
dhanks@miamiherald.com 


The mayor of New York, America’s 
largest and most expensive city to run, 
earns about $225,000 a year to serve as 
the municipal government’s top adminis- 
trative officer. A proposal to give Miami- 


Dade’s mayor a raise 
would have Carlos Gime- 
nez earning up to 
$324,000 a year, nearly 
50 percent more than Bill 
de Blasio makes running 
NYC. 

In fact, a proposal nar- 
rowly approved by a coun- 
ty committee this week and endorsed 
through a spokesman for Gimenez could 
make Miami-Dade’s chief executive one 
of the highest paid big-city mayors in the 
country. Research by Gimenez’s office 
and a 2017 survey by the American City 


Gimenez 


SEE MAYOR, 2A 


Appeal upheld Miami Shores’ ban on 
front-yard vegetable gardens in a recent 
decision, so the couple will take their 
case to the Florida Supreme Court. They 
argue, on behalf of gardeners every- 
where, that the village’s restriction is 
unconstitutional and an infringement on 
their property rights. 

“That’s what government does — in- 
terferes in people’s lives,” Ricketts said. 
“We had that garden for 17 years. We ate 
fresh meals every day from that garden. 
Since the village stepped its big foot in it, 
they have ruined our garden and my 


SEE GARDEN, 2A 


ALABAMA SENATE RACE 


m National Republicans breathed a 
collective sigh of relief a day after 


their own party’s scandal-plagued 
candidate, Roy Moore. 


BY KATIE GLUECK 
kglueck@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 


day dealt a political blow to President 
Donald Trump, shrank the Republican 
majority in the Senate and now threat- 
ens to further hamstring GOP efforts at 
legislative achievements. 


SPORTS 

Marlins, rebuilding, 
send Marcell 
Ozuna to the 
Cardinals, 1s 


Alabama voters favored Doug Jones over 


Roy Moore’s loss in Alabama on Tues- 


we Sunny 


$2 N |= TH/A8° see 108 


H1 
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GOP tax 
plan: 
What will 
Rubio 

do now? 


m Florida Sen. Marco Rubio pitched a 
plan to slightly shrink the size of the 
measure’s proposed corporate tax cut 
and use that revenue to bump 
benefits for about 9 million 
low-income American families. That 
proposal failed. 


BY JEFF STEIN 
Washington Post 


Florida’s Republican Sen. Marco 
Rubio has hinted he could create 
“problems” for the GOP’s tax plan if 
party leaders reject his 
plan to add more bene- 
fits for the working poor 
while increasing the 
corporate tax rate. Now, 
with his demand report- 
edly rejected in a partic- 
ularly stinging fashion, 
Rubio has to decide how 
big he wants those 
“problems” to be. 

In the final stages of crafting the 
Senate bill, Rubio pitched a plan to 
slightly shrink the size of the mea- 
sure’s proposed corporate tax cut and 
use that revenue to bump benefits for 
about 9 million low-income American 
families through the Child Tax Credit. 
But the proposal failed amid opposi- 
tion from top GOP leaders, who ar- 
gued the proposed change to the cor- 
porate tax rate would hurt U.S. compa- 


Rubio 
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Republicans say they have reached a deal on tax 
overhaul, 7A 


GOP is not all that sad as 
party grapples with fallout 


But among Republican 
strategists and operatives 
focused on the 2018 mid- 
terms, the reaction to 
Moore’s defeat is, over- 
whelmingly, a sense of 
relief. 

“[The] real winners 
tonight are every single 
Republican candidate facing voters in 
2018, who dodged a massive bullet,” 
said David Kochel, a veteran GOP oper- 
ative. 

Agreed the head of a prominent con- 
servative organization: “Sometimes you 


Jones 
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DAYCARE CENTER 
IN SPOTLIGHT 


State inspectors probing a 
suspected meningitis death 
find daycare center had no 
place to isolate sick kids 


BUSINESS 


CRUISE LINE ADDS 
BAHAMAS SHIP 


Bahamas Paradise Cruise 
Line’s Grand Celebration 
returns to Palm Beach on 
Dec. 23 after being 


BUSINESS 


FED BOOSTS 
INTEREST RATE 


The Federal Reserve is 
raising its key interest rate 
by a quarter-point to 1.5 
percent. More rate hikes 


from healthy ones, 3A chartered by FEMA, 7A are expected in 2018, 8A 
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